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RECOGNIZING J.P. JOHANSON,
LENNOX KOHN AND JOHN THOM-
AS, V

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize J.P. Johanson, Lennox Kohn, and
John Thomas, V for their hard work and dedi-
cation to the people of Colorado’s Sixth Dis-
trict as interns in my Washington, D.C. office
for the autumn of the 114th Congress, Second
Session.

The work of these young men has been ex-
emplary and | know they all have bright fu-
tures. They served as tour guides, interacted
with constituents, and learned a great deal
about our nation’s legislative process. | was
glad to be able to offer this educational oppor-
tunity to these three and look forward to see-
ing them build their careers in public service.

All three of our interns have made plans to
pursue careers in public service. | am certain
they will continue in their great success and
wish them all the best in their future endeav-
ors. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
J.P. Johanson, Lennox Kohn, and John Thom-
as, V for their service this autumn.

———

HONORING THE JOHN MUIR LAND
TRUST

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
1, along with Congressman MARK DESAULNIER,
rise today to honor the John Muir Land Trust,
which earned Land Trust Accreditation status
from the Land Trust Alliance in August 2016.
The John Muir Land Trust is one of only 350
land trusts nationwide to receive this pres-
tigious commendation.

The John Muir Land Trust began in 1989 as
the Martinez Regional Land Trust in Contra
Costa County, California. The Trust initially
protected 150 acres of land in the Alhambra
Valley, but its success soon attracted more
supporters. Over the succeeding years, the re-
named John Muir Land Trust grew to incor-
porate 13 properties throughout Contra Costa
County and now protects 2,500 acres of multi-
use land.

To demonstrate its ongoing commitment to
future conservation, the John Muir Land Trust
applied for formal accreditation from the Land
Trust Alliance. For a decade, the Land Trust
Alliance has provided accreditation to land
trusts that demonstrate success in supporting
the public interest and that meet high con-
servation standards. The John Muir Land
Trust's recent accreditation is a testament to
its tremendous accomplishments and impor-
tance within our Contra Costa community.

The Trust's work ensures that people
throughout our community have access to
trails for walking, hiking and cycling while also
preserving agricultural lands. The John Muir
Land Trust protects air and water quality and
preserves habitats for endangered animal and
plant species. Recently, the Trust expanded
its community engagement by creating the
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POINTing to Success program to support
STEM education for middle and high school
students, enhancing students’ education
through exposure to natural resources.

Mr. Speaker, the John Muir Land Trust con-
serves vital parts of our community’s natural
resources and provides residents with magnifi-
cent open spaces and an enhanced quality of
life. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we
honor the John Muir Land Trust here today.

———

THE RETIREMENT OF PIETRO
PARRAVANO FROM THE BOARD
OF THE SAN MATEO COUNTY
HARBOR DISTRICT

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to offer my
congratulations to Pietro Parravano as he re-
tires after 21 years of distinguished service on
the board of the San Mateo County Harbor
District. Pietro is as much an institution at the
district as the docks, hoists and loading ramps
that make the facility such a community treas-
ure. His thoughtful guidance during his time on
the board assured the public of good steward-
ship and a perspective based upon hands-on
experience.

Pietro was first appointed to the harbor dis-
trict board in 1995 and won re-election every
four years thereafter. It is easy to see why he
has earned the confidence of the public.

Pietro commercially fished the Anne B. out
of Pillar Point Harbor for many years and re-
mains a fixture at the Half Moon Bay farmers
market. He knows the sea, the fishing indus-
try, and the long-term needs of both. He is
also sensitive to other public needs, such as
the need for recreation and visitor-serving fa-
cilities at the two ports.

Pietro, originally from Princeton, New Jer-
sey, moved to the West Coast in 1966 when
his father spent a sabbatical at Stanford Uni-
versity. He began his career as a teacher but
dedicated most of his life to commercial fish-
ing and environmental advocacy. He served
as President of the Half Moon Bay Seafood
Marketing Association from 1988 to 1995. In
1997, he was one of two U.S. delegates to the
World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fish
Workers in New Delhi. From 1992 to 2004 he
was a member of the Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen. In 2005, Pietro started the San
Mateo County Food Alliance. He currently
serves on the Joint Oceans Commission Initia-
tive, the Institute for Fisheries Resources, and
the Culinary Institute of America/Singapore
which brings students from Singapore to the
Bay Area to learn about sustainable food
sources.

His community service is legendary in Half
Moon Bay and beyond. In 1996, Pietro was
recognized by the Chamber of Commerce for
his Community Service, and in 1999, he was
recognized as an Environment Leader when
he was president of the Pacific Coast Federa-
tion of Fishermen. In 2008, Pietro was the
fisheries representative at the opening of
Ocean Hall at the Smithsonian in Washington
DC. In 2013, he was awarded the Margi Grant
Heart of Hospitality by the San Mateo County
Convention and Visitors Bureau. In sum, he is
the “go-to” person in San Mateo County for
sustainable food and good fishing policy.

December 7, 2016

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Pietro Parravano for two dec-
ades of public service and a lifetime of dedica-
tion to our oceans and sustainable fisheries.
While Pietro is retiring from the Harbor District
Commission, his contributions will continue to
shape life on the coast and | have no doubt
that he will remain active and an important
voice in our community.

——

TRIBUTE TO U.S. DEPUTY
MARSHAL PATRICK CAROTHERS

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to speak about a great loss that my
home state of Georgia experienced on Friday,
November 18th.

On that day, United States Deputy Marshal
Patrick Carothers was killed in the line of duty
while attempting to serve a warrant on a dan-
gerous fugitive in Long County, Georgia.

At Marshal Carothers’ memorial service, his
son Paul remembered him, saying, “The day
he went to heaven, he showed great heroism.
But | believe he is a hero because of his char-
acter—because of who he chose to be every
day.”

| had the honor of meeting this man who, as
a U.S. Marshal, protected our families and
friends for 26 years. His legacy encourages us
to reflect each day on who we choose to be.

| remain grateful for individuals like Deputy
Marshal Patrick Carothers who selflessly
serve, and, Mr. Speaker, | ask that we keep
his wife and five children in our prayers in the
coming days.

EDINA GIRLS’ SWIMMING AND
DIVING TEAM

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Edina High School Girls’
Swimming and Diving team for winning the
Minnesota state title.

The Hornets’ victory was a complete team
effort as competitors from every grade level
contributed to the win. Edina took the lead
over their rivals after the third event and never
looked back. Senior Rachel Wittmer led the
way in swimming by winning the 50 freestyle
for the fourth year in a row, and setting a new
state record in the 200 and 400 freestyle re-
lays with her teammates. In the diving com-
petition, freshman Megan Phillip defeated the
defending state champion on her final dive to
claim the title.

Excelling in swimming and diving takes in-
credible dedication, and their championship is
a testament to that continued discipline. These
athletes pushed themselves every day to
shave hundredths of a second off their per-
sonal best or repeated dive after dive until it
was perfect. When adding in schoolwork, fam-
ily obligations, and other commitments, it is re-
markable these student-athletes accomplish all
that they do.




December 7, 2016

Mr. Speaker, once again, congratulations to
the Edina High School Girls’ Swimming and
Diving Team on a job well done.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES CHARLES B. RANGEL AND
CORRINE BROWN

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the legacies of two of
my esteemed colleagues, CHARLES B. RANGEL
and CORRINE BROWN. At the close of this Con-
gress, Representative RANGEL and Represent-
ative BROWN will be concluding a combined
sixty-nine years of service in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

| am truly appreciative and honored to have
worked with these two dedicated and re-
spected individuals. Today, | want to espe-
cially recognize their work for the Veterans
Braintrust Forum, founded by Congressman
RANGEL in 1988. The Veterans Braintrust
Forum serves as a virtual advisory group for
the Congressional Black Caucus on veteran’s
issues. This year’s forum focused on the VA’s
Commission on Care report. | am so thankful
for the unwavering commitment that these two
Members of Congress have for our nation’s
military, veterans, and African Americans, and
| am proud to call them my friends.

Representative RANGEL began his work in
Congress forty-six years ago, and | am proud
to have been able to work beside him. A Ko-
rean War veteran, he entered public service
fighting for civil rights and military veterans. In
1965, he participated in the historic march
from Selma to Montgomery and in 1971 he
was elected to the United States House of
Representatives for the first time.

During his tenure in Congress, Representa-
tive RANGEL provided decades of leadership
on veteran’s issues by increasing educational
and health benefits for the Vietnam Era and
Desert Storm veterans, securing the creation
of the Harlem Veterans Outreach Center, and
implementing tax protection for members of
our Armed Forces and veterans. He also was
a founding member of the Congressional
Black Caucus, an organization dedicated to
advancing the global African American com-
munity.

Representative RANGEL is not the only one
transitioning from the House at the end of this
term. Over two decades ago Representative
CORRINE BROWN and | began serving together
in Congress. She has been an effective advo-
cate for our nations’ veterans. Her leadership
on the House Veterans Affairs Committee has
helped to ensure that veterans have the re-
sources they need to live healthy and produc-
tive lives. She also spent her time supporting
the concerns of women veterans and fighting
to end homelessness among veterans.
Through her efforts, the first African American
Marines, the Montford Point Marines, also
were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal
in 2012.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our sincerest appreciation and
best wishes to Representatives CHARLES RAN-
GEL and CORRINE BROWN, as they enter this
next chapter in both of their lives. The U.S.
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House of Representatives will surely not be
the same without their leadership.

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH
MONASTRA DAVIS

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, sadly, on November 24, 2016, the Mid-
lands of South Carolina lost a beloved busi-
ness leader and civic volunteer with the death
of Judy Davis. As Executive Vice President
and Chief Legal Officer for BlueCross
BlueShield of South Carolina, she achieved
extraordinary professional success. The fol-
lowing obituary was published in The State
newspaper of Columbia, South Carolina on
November 30, 2016:

COLUMBIA.—Judith Monastra Davis, 57, of
Columbia, South Carolina passed away unex-
pectedly on November 24, 2016 at Palmetto
Health Richland following an extended ill-
ness. She was born on January 13, 1959 in
Mansfield, Ohio to Basil Herman Monastra
and Carmella Greer Monastra of Lexington,
Ohio, who survive. She also is survived by
her husband of thirty years, Gerald L.
(Jerry) Davis, Jr. of Columbia, South Caro-
lina. In addition, she is survived by a broth-
er, James Monastra and aunt, Carol Greer,
both of Lexington, Ohio.

Judy earned a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration degree from Ohio North-
ern University, graduating summa cum
laude in 1981. She earned her Doctor of Juris-
prudence degree from The Ohio State Univer-
sity in 1984, where she also was recognized as
the Moot Court Distinguished Oralist.

She began her corporate law career and
met her husband at Lincoln National Cor-
poration in Fort Wayne, Indiana in 1984.
They were married on March 15, 1986 at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Fort Wayne where
they have maintained their parish member-
ship.

At Lincoln National, Judy worked in var-
ious legal, strategic planning, and domestic
and international mergers and acquisitions
positions over 10 years. She helped that com-
pany to develop and receive one of the first
U.S. patents in the insurance industry for
the use of artificial intelligence in the un-
derwriting of life reinsurance and she led the
spinoff of a subsidiary health insurance com-
pany in a billion-dollar public offering. Re-
cruited to BlueCross BlueShield of South
Carolina in 1995 as Vice President and Gen-
eral Counsel, her intellect, expertise, broad
and deep experience, and emotional intel-
ligence made her a valuable member of the
corporation’s senior leadership team. In 2007,
she was promoted to Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Legal Officer where she
served as the senior officer responsible for
five of the corporation’s subsidiaries includ-
ing Companion Life Insurance Company,
Companion Captive Insurance, Companion
Property & Casualty Insurance Company,
and UCI Medical Affiliates, as well as having
three corporate divisions reporting to her—
Law, Government Affairs and Corporate
Marketing Communications. She also served
as the corporation’s Secretary.

Judy lived a full and engaging life as a
champion for her community, leaving an in-
delible imprint. She served on the boards of
directors and in leadership positions for
many nonprofit, civic and educational enti-
ties, lending her gracious and genuine lead-
ership style and skills to each organization.
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In 2006, she was pressed into replacement
service as chairman for the United Way of
the Midlands campaign and helped to raise
$9.5 million. She worked tirelessly and
shared her passion for connecting people and
ideas with the United Way of the Midlands,
the Central Carolina Community Founda-
tion, the South Carolina Campaign to Pre-
vent Teen Pregnancy, Trinity Housing Cor-
poration, EngenuitySC, SC Launch, the Pal-
metto Conservation Foundation, Columbia
College and the South Carolina Governor’s
School for Science and Mathematics, as well
as many other organizations.

Judy was especially known and appre-
ciated throughout the state as a mentor,
cheerleader and champion to countless peo-
ple from all walks of life for whom she served
as an inspiration and role model. She always
valued kindness and often would wake up
early in the morning and ask her husband,
“Who can I help today?’’ She believed that if
you put yourself out there and convince oth-
ers to join in, meaningful differences can be
made with only modest efforts to improve
people’s lives. For colleagues and friends
alike, Judy took it as a personal responsi-
bility and challenge to find ways to lift peo-
ple up and to help them to realize their un-
tapped potential. She did this because it was
an important part of who she was. It was
never a job requirement.

A recipient of numerous awards and acco-
lades for her professional and philanthropic
efforts, in 2010, the Girl Scouts of South
Carolina Mountains to Midlands recognized
her as a Woman of Distinction. In 2011, Insur-
ance Networking News (INN) named her one
of six nationally recognized Women in Insur-
ance Leadership winners. In 2014, Judy re-
ceived the prestigious Humanitarian of the
Year award from the United Way of the Mid-
lands.

Her family wishes to express its deep and
heartfelt thanks to the caring and loving
staff at South Carolina Oncology Associates
in Columbia, as well as to the other health
professionals who contributed to her care
over the past year.

At Judy’s request, the family will hold a
brief reception for her friends and colleagues
on Thursday, December 15 from 4:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. at the new United Way of the Mid-
lands Center at 1818 Blanding Street in
downtown Columbia, South Carolina. A pri-
vate, family interment service will be held
later in Mansfield, Ohio. Dunbar Funeral
Home, Devine Street Chapel, is assisting the
family.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
memorials be made to the United Way of the
Midlands Legacy Fund, the Central Carolina
Community Foundation, Columbia College
South Carolina, and The Northern Fund at
Ohio Northern University.

JESS WIEDERHOLT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to applaud Jess Wiederholt for being
recognized by the West Chamber as a 2016
Celebrate Women honoree. Celebrate Women
Honorees are known for their perseverance,
accomplishments, generosity, and dedication
to their passions and their community.

Jess Wiederholt has used her medical
knowledge and selfless heart to not only to
make a difference in Jefferson County, but on
a global scale as she strives to improve the
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